DISTURBING DIVINE BEHAVIOR: 

TROUBLING OLD TESTAMENT IMAGES OF GOD

Suggestions for Using This as a Textbook
By Eric A. Seibert

The right textbook is often difficult to find. Hopefully, the fact that you are reading this means you have decided to adopt Disturbing Divine Behavior as a textbook or are considering doing so. Though my comments here are mainly directed toward those who might use this book in an academic setting, I hope that what I will share may also be of some help to those who use it in a variety of other contexts. For example, this book would be ideal for small group settings such as a Sunday School class or a book club.

Obviously, professors who use this book in the classroom will need to tailor its use to their own particular needs. How the book is used will also depend upon how much time can be devoted to it and the topics it covers. I used this book in a class I taught that focused on the problem of divine violence in Scripture. If you like, you can look at the course schedule on the syllabus posted on this webpage to see how I utilized a draft of this book. If time allows, my suggestion would be to assign one or two chapters per class session. Some chapters work well together, such as chapters 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, and 7-8. It probably is best to allow more time for the chapters in part 3 (chapter 10 can be covered nicely in conjunction with Appendix A).

If you are using this book as a textbook for your course, some class time likely will be devoted to discussing and clarifying key ideas presented in this book. I would encourage you to allow as much time as possible for class discussion. These discussions could be generated in a number of different ways. You might decide to identify the main thesis of a particular chapter and then have students discuss its relative merits. You might select a few provocative quotations from the chapter and use these as a starting point for conversation. You could also use some of the questions included on this webpage to prime the pump. However you choose to facilitate this, I would strongly encourage you to give students time to process this material in a nonthreatening environment. For many students, the real difficulty will not be grasping the concepts but deciding whether or to what extent they agree. Some of the issues raised in this book will challenge deeply held beliefs about the nature of Scripture and the character of God. Thus, providing opportunities for students to voice their concerns, questions, and differing opinions is critical.

 
The syllabus included here has a number of other ideas you can use, modify, and adapt to your particular course. These assignments help students connect with the material in various ways and include a reflection paper, a reflective interaction journal, a divine violence interview paper, and a topical paper and presentation. These are described in some detail in the syllabus.

I hope these suggestions are helpful. If you decide to use Disturbing Divine Behavior as a textbook, I would be delighted to hear from you. Any comments, suggestions, or ideas you wish to offer are certainly welcome. You can contact me at Messiah College, One College Ave., Box 3053, Grantham, PA 17027,or eseibert@messiah.edu, or (717) 796-1800, ext. 2546. 

